
Scan to watch a video with highlights from the Parade of Graduates.

 Last month, all 10 of Lakota’s 
elementary schools hosted a Parade of 
Graduates, welcoming a group of this 
year’s seniors in fanfare fashion. 
Graduates dressed in their caps and 
gowns returned to their Lakota 
elementary school, as students, staff 
and parents lined the halls to congratu-
late them on their milestone. Seniors 
put on display their post-graduation 
plans and received congratulatory 
letters of advice and encouragement 
written by their younger counterparts. 
 Derived from Lakota’s Champions 
for Change - a group dedicated to help-
ing build a culture of understanding 
and inclusiveness - the parade is 
designed to do more than just celebrate 
the achievements of our graduating 
students. It literally puts on display the 
fact that graduation is a milestone 
within the reach of all students.
 

“We want the little ones to see the big 
ones and think to themselves, ‘I want 
that!’” said Amy Alexander, an 
academic coach at Liberty Junior 
School who founded the parade last 
year. “We want them to read the gradu-
ates’ signs and think, ‘I have options!’”
 For seniors, it’s a chance to reflect 
on how far they’ve come, to revisit 
their early stomping grounds and see 
teachers and staff members who have 
helped them along the way. “Walking 
through VanGorden was overwhelm-
ing – but in a good way. I’m glad 
Lakota gave me this opportunity,” said 
Lakota East graduate Julianne Ford.

Parade of
Graduates

The Parade of Graduates 
literally puts on display 
the fact that graduation is 
a milestone within the 
reach of all students. 
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1,224 Grads
(East – 643, West – 581)

81%

97.5% 

54

MATTHEW J. MILLER
Superintendent

‘WEareLakota’ 
a Way of Life 
   With the 
school year 
behind us, it’s 

a chance to reflect on all that we 
have accomplished since 
August. It’s also a time to look 
ahead as we continue to move 
Lakota Local Schools forward.
 Our district hashtag, 
#WEareLakota, has become 
more than just a tagline on 
social media. It has been truly 
embraced as a way of life by our 
school community. While we 
always enjoy the friendly rivalry 
that exists between West and 
East, our staff, students and 
families have shown time and 
again that, together, WE are 
Lakota.
 Our 1,700 staff members 
led the charge by signing 
‘#WEareLakota’ banners at our 
convocation in August. 

Signatures from both sides of 
the district are entwined and on 
display in all of our buildings. 
Teacher collaboration across 
grade band levels and buildings 
has been encouraged and 
celebrated throughout the year. 
  Our first annual Military 
Commitment Ceremony 
brought students from both 
high schools together to be 
recognized for their commit-
ment to put service before self 
after graduation. Families from 
both West Chester and Liberty 
townships planted the seeds to 
build community at our Earth 
Day celebration. Our schools 
also rallied together to more 
than double last year’s donations 
to Reach Out Lakota during our 
annual food drive. These are just 
a few examples of how we are 
one district...WE are Lakota.

      While students are enjoying 
their summer break, our district 
leaders are looking ahead to 
next year, and beyond. We are 
excited for the new initiatives 
that will be introduced in the 
fall: all-day kindergarten 
without a lottery system, daily 
specials for K-6 and the 1:1 pilot 
for our seventh- and eighth-
graders. We are also excited to 
focus on our high school 
students’ experience and begin 

building on the strong educa-
tional foundation that is already 
in place.
 Lakota is a district that 
provides a student-centered 
education because that’s what 
our students deserve. This will 
not change as we continue 
moving forward.

     FRoM thE SUPERINtENDENt   

Congratulations 
to the Class of 2018!

Matthew J. Miller
Superintendent

Streamers and confetti marked the conclusion of the 
graduation ceremonies for Lakota’s Class of 2018 held at 
Xavier’s Cintas Center, where more than 1,200 Lakota 
East and West seniors joined the alumni family. 

Graduation 
Rate

Graduates serving 
their country in the 

armed services: Will attend a 2- or 
4-year college or 

university this fall.

PoIntS of PRIdE
“They have left a positive and lasting impact on Lakota East High School as 
champions in the classroom, on the field of play and throughout our community,” 
said Principal Suzanna Davis. “We look forward to watching them go out and 
change the world as they spread their Thunderhawk wings and soar.”

“They have carried themselves with class during their four years representing 
Lakota West,” said Principal Elgin Card. “We wish them the best as they move 
on and are excited to see what great things they do for our community, state, 
country, and across the world!”



 Before the end of the 
school year, former and current 
staff and students from Heritage 
and Hopewell elementary 
schools were invited to take a 
trip down memory lane before 
both become early childhood 
schools in the fall.
 Hopewell staff facilitated a 
scavenger hunt for their guests. 
Visitors could view a photo 
timeline through the decades 
before visiting the gym, where 
old yearbooks and student time 
capsules were on display. A rock 
painting project produced a 
decorative touch for the school’s 

new courtyard and outdoor 
learning space, a project made 
possible by the school’s PTO.
 “We’ve had many genera-
tions come through Hopewell 
over the last 55 years,” said 
Principal Christina French. 
“It was a great opportunity to 
reminisce together and take a 
walk back through our long 
history. This has been a 
bittersweet year for our staff 
and students, but it was truly a 
night of celebration.”
 Photographs highlighting 
moments throughout Heritage’s 
26 years lined the walls. Guests 

signed wooden letters, spelling 
Heritage, that will hang on the 
wall in the new school. Notes 

describing favorite memories 
were collected and past 
yearbooks were on display. 

Classrooms were open for 
visitors to see how the school 
has changed over the years.
 “It was so special that 
students and families felt so 
connected that they wanted to 
come back and say goodbye to 
the Heritage they remembered. 
Those relationships are what 
make Heritage so special,” said 
Principal Missy Alexander. 
“While we are saying goodbye 
to our current and past families, 
we are just as excited about 
building relationships with our 
new families.”

Through 
all our 
efforts to 
expand 
learning 

opportunities for our students, 
we’ve not wavered in our 
philosophy that strong finances 
are essential to our long-term 
success. Simply put, every 
decision we make considers 
how we can continue living 
within our means while still 
doing what makes the most 
resounding impact on all our 
students. 
 Proof of that is in the latest 
five-year financial forecast. 
With a great sense of pride, last 
month I presented a forecast 
that predicts no spending 
deficit in Lakota’s five-year 

future. Furthermore, our cash 
balance continues to climb, 
even in spite of stagnant 
financial support at the state 
level. Both of these conditions 
are rare anomalies for public 
school districts in Ohio, 
but they are truly the product 
of fiscal responsibility and 
efficiency in our daily 
operations. 
 Savings in some areas give 
us the flexibility to consider 
additions in others. For 
example, a re-negotiated 
transportation contract resulted 
in $2.8 million in savings next 
fiscal year and will have a 
compounding effect for years to 
come. This softens the financial 
impact of the additions of 
all-day kindergarten, daily 

specials and 1:1 technology 
next year and even opens up 
more possibilities as we 
begin developing a 
more robust high 
school experience 
for our students. In 
other words, we’re 
re-prioritizing 
dollars to enhance 
student learning 
while still stretching 
every penny we can.
 The Financial 
Prospectus pub-
lished last month provided a 
deeper review of Lakota’s 
finances in an easy-to-under-
stand format. It is always our 
goal to be transparent and 
factual about how your tax 
dollars are being spent and how 

your return on investment 
compares to that of our 

neighboring and 
similar school 
districts. 
 For any 
organization, 
achieving strong 
finances is the 
work of many. I 
am grateful for 
our staff ’s 
commitment to 
fiscal responsibil-
ity and for a 

community that entrusts us to 
be good stewards of their tax 
dollars. 

A Rare (but welcome) State of finances
FRoM thE tREaSURER

Jenni L. Logan
Treasurer/CFO

JENNI L. LOGAN
Treasurer/CFO

While we are saying 
goodbye to our current 
and past families, we are 
just as excited about 
building relationships 
with our new families. 

End of an Era:
HoPEWELL, HERItAGE 
PAY tRIBUtE to HIStoRY  

HoPEWELL

HERItAGE
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#WEareProud

district food drive  
The 10th annual event yielded about 27,000 
pounds of food items. That’s 50% more 
than last year, enough to stock Reach Out 
Lakota’s shelves for about three months. 

State of the Schools
Students, staff, and Superintendent 
Matthew Miller delivered Lakota’s first 
State of the Schools address on March 
13, providing an update on district 
accomplishments and future plans. 

Job Exploration day
A continuing partnership with Junior 
Achievement put about 1,000 Lakota eighth-
graders in one of 20 local businesses for a 
taste of future career possibilities. 

national Recognition
Lakota was one of just 93 districts 
nationwide to be accepted into the Digital 
Promise League of Innovative Schools. 
The district also signed the national 
Future Ready pledge, committing to 
improve digital learning for students. 

Military Commitment Ceremony
On April 5, Lakota paid tribute to the 33 
seniors who had officially committed to 
entering either a military academy or 
branch of service after graduation. 

The 2017-18 school year was marked by 
innovation, exploration, service, and pride. 
Here’s a look back at just some of those 
moments. Scan any of the QR codes to 
read or watch more about each one. 

Want More Highlights?
Watch this slideshow for more moments 
from the last school year. 

“Go Baby Go”
The smiles and squeals of joy filling the halls at Cincinnati 
Children’s Perlman Center on April 27 was all the payback 
Lakota East and Butler Tech engineering students needed 
for the countless hours they invested in a year-long project 
called “Go Baby Go.” They gifted modified toy cars to 
three local toddlers facing mobility challenges. 

Educators of Excellence
In partnership with the Community 
Foundation of West Chester Liberty, 
Lakota recognized four recipients of the 
prestigious “Educators of Excellence” 
award. We captured on video each of 
their surprise recognitions! 

‘Inside Lakota Learning’ Blog
Lakota educators are the voice behind 
a new blog that helps explain Lakota’s 
approach to learning and equips parents 
with strategies for being partners in the 
learning process at home. Subscribe to 
be alerted of future posts! 

Lakota Schools

@LakotaDistrict            

Lakota_District

Lakota Local Schools

Download our new app! 
Search “Lakota Schools” in your app store.


